Demyelinating neuropathy in a 6-year-old girl with autism spectrum disorder.
Herein we report the case of a 6-year-old girl with autism spectrum disorder (ASD) and weakness in the distal portion of the right upper limb. Although difficult to perform, nerve conduction studies indicated demyelinating neuropathy. Magnetic resonance imaging (MRI) showed swelling a nd high-intensity signals in the right brachial plexus and cervical spinal roots. The symptoms recovered after a single course of i.v. immunoglobulin. Electrophysiological indices and MRI findings also improved after treatment. This case demonstrates the utility of neuroimaging in addition to electrophysiological assessments for the diagnosis of demyelinating neuropathy, particularly in young patients with ASD.